Like any new program, this year's Honors 390 course was not without problems. However, it provided an experience unlike that of any other class on campus. Providing students with an opportunity to learn about themselves, while more importantly, learning about different cultures and the people who live those cultures. This semester's Interdisciplinary Seminar incorporated a program called Soliya. As described by their website, "Soliya is a p i o n e e r i n g n o n -p r o f i t o r g a n i z a t i o n u s i n g n e w technologies to facilitate dialogue between students from diverse backgrounds across the globe. Our flagship program, the Connect Program, uses the latest webconferencing technology to bridge the gap between university students in the Middle East, North Africa, Europe and the United States." In a time when media plays an i n c r e a s i n g l y powerful role in shaping p e o p l e s ' viewpoints on p o l i t i c a l issues, Soliya p r o v i d e s students with the opportunity, skills, and tools to shape and articulate their own viewpoints on some of the most pressing global issues facing their generation."
It is through the Connect Program that students gain the most . Having the opportunity to chat with students around the globe is an experience that isn't offered in most college courses.
The opportunity to bridge the gap between multiple countries is the main point behind what Soliya is trying to accomplish. Soliya's Connect Program is giving students across the world the opportunity to communicate and s h a r e b e l i e f s . Though Soliya is a great concept, it is not a perfect program. There have been numerous issues with the Connect Program, including te c hn ol o g y is sue s , di ff e r ing information among groups, and lack of consistency in group meetings. However, overall, Soliya has been a great program, offering a different kind of college course with numerous benefits. With the progression of the program, the program could be an opportunity to create a global change in attitudes among college students. However, Sean's lengthy experience in the Theatre Department here at Ashland prepared him for an excellent performance in Of Mice and Men. Sean has participated in six productions at Ashland and said, "I h a v e b e e n g i v e n s o m a n y opportunities in our theatre. Because of those experiences, I am now looking at graduate school in that field. Overall, I am very lucky with what I have been given the chance to do at Ashland." After graduation, Sean plans to continue exploring costume design and obtain a masters degree in theatre.
Dr. June Patton before classes began this semester, Sondra Wolfe has stepped up to teach this Honors course, which was a big adjustment from teaching strictly online classes. The neat thing about this Honors course is that it is a hybrid course, meaning it is an online course that also meets in a classroom once a week. AU freshman Spencer Dolezal says, "The way the class is set up allows me to work on the weekly homework assignments at my own pace.
It's nice because that lets me enjoy the class day videos and discussions."
So you want my recommendation? Take this course! Not only will the This year's freshman class of Honors students hail from the expected towns across Ohio, but also from Pennsylvania, Colorado, South Dakota, New York, and even Australia! Diversity in the Honors Program is encouraged and welcomed warmly. As an incoming freshman, I found myself afraid that I would not fit in with the "smart people crowd"; however, I discovered that others felt the same way I did, and have made some of my closest friends within this t i g h t l y k n i t c o m m u n i t y .
Every freshman at Ashland University is required to take an "Accent on Success" course where they are introduced to the necessities of college life. However, scholars in the Honors Program are required to take a "First Year Honors Seminar" instead which covers the necessities but also delves deeper into topics of the professor's choice. This year, professors have chosen to enrich students with the arts, authentic experiences, and even topics delving into peace and nonviolence. I have found my Honors 101 experience to be an extremely rewarding one; I have learned the basic ins and outs of this university and feel like I have finally crossed the border into becoming a true Ashland University college student.
Every day I am more and more thankful that I chose to become a part of the Honors Program. I already feel that it has endowed me with a more consummate college experience and cannot wait to see what more it has to offer.
Through the Eyes of a Freshman December Graduates Present Capstone Projects

By: Nick Granitz
Every senior graduating from the Honors Program at Ashland University completes a Capstone Project, an original and creative final project that helps the senior dive deeper into a specific area of their major. Honors Program projects can range from musical c o m p o s i t i o n s t o g r o u p p s y c h o t h e r a p y a n a l y s e s t o p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r e a t i s e s a n d everything in between. After taking a Capstone preparation class in their junior year, the senior will spend two semesters doing research, analysis, and writing. Capstone Projects are archived in the Ashland University library for posterity after the senior defends their project in the last weeks of their final semester.
This year, the Honors Program proudly presents three seniors graduating in December: A m b e r C h a s e , C h r i s t o p h e r Williams, and Tyler Millhouse.
Amber Chase is a Criminal Justice major whose project examines the arguments for and against the exclusionary rule in criminal law. After her successful graduation from Ashland, Amber plans to go to law school and then work as a federal criminal investigator.
Christopher Williams is a Philosophy and Religion major who is writing a "critical analysis o f R a d i c a l O r t h o d o x y ' s interpretation of Duns Scotus' univocity of being". Christopher hopes to be accepted in the JET (Japanese English Teachers) program after his graduation, and will then go to graduate school for a degree in theology.
Tyler Millhouse is a Philosophy major whose project is titled "Natural Law Perspectives on Contraception and Human Sexuality", a philosophical analysis through the Catholic tradition. After his graduation, Tyler will pursue either a law degree or will attend graduate s c h o o l f o r p h i l o s o p h y . This is the first newsletter of this school year and the first one that I have worked on. It has been such a rewarding experience for me! I want to thank all of the writers for all the work that they put into writing their articles and for putting up with my emails . I also want to thank Nancy Andres who has helped walk me through the entire process.
Senior Amber Chase defends her Honors Capstone Project
Do You Know?
Honors Program Trivia
There are 9 scholarships available for incoming Honors freshmen each year.
The Honors Program has students from every college and Honors students represent over 40 different majors.
The Honors Society does a service project each semester.
The Honors Program promotes the "living learning" philosophy through honors housing in Jacobs and Clayton Halls.
Each incoming Honors freshman is paired with an upperclass Honors peer mentor.
